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Hi there. My name’s Glenn Turner. Welcome to the study podcast for the month of
August. Your district may not be holding a study meeting this month, but | hope you will
have the chance to read through the study article on your own. As President Ikeda says,
“summer is a time of training, learning and growth”. You’ll find the August study
material in the July edition of New Century.

This month’s article is entitled “The Future Division—MYy Young Successors, | Entrust
Everything to You.” The article is addressed to Future Division members, but in it,
President Ikeda speaks to all of us, whether young or less young. The main point of the
article is the importance of raising capable successors to realize kosen-rufu and ensure the
eternal transmission of the Mystic Law.

For us, “capable successors” means our Youth Division and Future Division members. In
SGI Canada, Future Division includes the Young Lions Group (from 5 to 12 years old)
and the Young Phoenix Group (from 13 to 17 years old). Ikeda Sensei has always seen
the Future Division as key. He says that each Future Division member is “a treasure of the
Soka Gakkai and a beacon of hope for all humanity”. He encourages Future Division
members to become “bluer than the indigo” and achieve even more than their parents and
leaders.

The first Gosho passage is taken from a letter from Nichiren Daishonin to one of his
disciples in 1272. We call the letter “Regarding the Birth of Kyo’o™:

In the eighth volume of the Lotus Sutra, in the “King Wonderful
Adornment” [27th] chapter, we are told how King Wonderful
Adornment and his consort, Queen Pure Virtue, were guided to the
correct teaching by their two sons, Pure Storehouse and Pure Eye. Now
you have been blessed with this daughter, Lady Kyo’o, who can act as a




filial child, carrying on your line in this present existence, and in your
next existence guiding you to the attainment of Buddhahood. (WND-2,
457; “Regarding the Birth of Kyo’0”)

In this passage, Nichiren tells his disciple that children can help their parents attain
enlightenment.

Nichiren illustrates this by telling the story of the two princes Pure Storehouse and Pure
Eye, who had become disciples of the Buddha in the remote past. Wanting to respond to
their mentor’s desire to lead all people to enlightenment, the princes tried to introduce
their father and mother, the king and queen, to Buddhist practice. Their father, King
Wonderful Adornment, resisted.

Their mother, Queen Pure Virtue, suggested that the princes prove the power of
Buddhism by performing incredible, supernatural acts like walking on air. The princes
agreed, and were able to do all kinds of miraculous acts in front of their father, thanks to
their Buddhist practice. The king was so impressed that he immediately asked to meet
with their mentor, the Buddha.

President Ikeda says that the message here is not that we have to levitate in the air or
produce fire from our bodies in order to convince people of the power of the practice. He
says:

In our lives today, demonstrating proof of our personal human revolution is
the equivalent of the two princes displaying supernatural wonders.

These supernatural wonders are what we call actual proof, or “actual
fact,” as the Daishonin puts it, when he says: “Even more valuable than
reason and documentary proof is the proof of actual fact” (WND-1, 599).

Inspired by their teacher’s spirit to help others attain enlightenment, the
princes succeeded in leading their parents and the rest of the kingdom to the
path of attaining Buddhahood due to the astonishing actual proof they
achieved through their Buddhist practice.

We may think that the natural way of things is for parents to teach and encourage their
children so that they are able to achieve great things in their lives. But Buddhism teaches
that the roles of parent and child are not fixed, and that individuals with such strong
connections as parent and child can inspire and motivate one another to become
absolutely happy, regardless of their situation in any particular lifetime.



Encouraging others and teaching them about Buddhism is essential. Nichiren writes
elsewhere that without capable people to pass on the teachings, Buddhism will become as
sterile and lifeless as wooden or stone statues. President Ikeda adds that:

No group or organization will endure without people who “embrace and
teach” its ideals to others — in other words, without successors.

In the case of the young people in our lives, how can we help them become those
successors? What should we be teaching them now?

President Ikeda says that we should be showing them how to “embrace and teach”
Nichiren Buddhism. He says that Future Division members should be learning this at
home from their family. As parents, it is our role to teach the Mystic Law, and to
demonstrate the importance of human equality and respect for the dignity of life.

If our children believe in the power of their lives, and understand the importance of doing
their own human revolution, they can truly be said to be “embracing and teaching”
Buddhism. They will be able to transform their family, their network of friends, their
community and even the world. Just as importantly, they will ensure that Buddhism
continues to grow. They will truly be the successors of the kosen-rufu movement.

The second Gosho passage is taken from a letter addressed to Shijo Kingo, who was
facing great difficulties at the time.

Since childhood, I, Nichiren, have never prayed for the secular things of
this life but have single-mindedly sought to become a Buddha. Of late,
however, | have been ceaselessly praying for your sake to the Lotus
Sutra, Shakyamuni Buddha, and the god of the sun, for I am convinced
that you are a person who can inherit the soul of the Lotus Sutra.
(WND-1, 839; “The Hero of the World”)

Nichiren encourages his disciple Shijo Kingo by calling him “a person who can inherit the
soul of the Lotus Sutra”. We can take this to mean that, following the Daishonin’s
teachings, Shijo Kingo understands that his problems are the result of his efforts to spread
the Mystic Law, and that he challenges difficulties by reciting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo.

The “soul of the Lotus Sutra” is the teaching that everyone can attain Buddhahood. By
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dedicating his life to this principle and by sharing the same vow as his mentor, Shijo
Kingo will definitely ensure the eternal transmission of the Mystic Law. President Ikeda

comments that “the triumph of the disciple is the triumph of the mentor and of
Buddhism.”

In the same spirit as Nichiren Daishonin, President Toda and President Ikeda also
dedicated themselves to fostering capable individuals. Ikeda Sensei says that helping even
one Future Division member “creates immeasurable good fortune and benefit that will
lead to the expansion of kosen-rufu. He hopes that all Future Division members will have
good friends who can “closely support them, chant for them and cheer them on.”

We all know that it is not easy to raise a child. As President Ikeda says, “children don’t
always grow up the way their parents hope.” President Toda’s guidance was very simple:

Just love your child with all your heart... The most important thing is to show
your children how much you love them.

Parents and children are so closely connected that Nichiren Daishonin writes:

When the parents attain Buddhahood, then so will the child. And when the
child attains Buddhahood, then so will the parents.

As parents, we don’t have to be impatient. We have planted the seeds of Buddhahood, and
one day they will sprout. We simply need to keep chanting for the happiness of our
children.

President Toda’s dream was of a peaceful world, free of conflict, where everyone could
be happy. Ikeda Sensei shared that dream and has passed it on to the Youth Division and
Future Division who will make it a reality.

It is important that each of us treat Future Division members with respect, and teach them
the Soka Gakkai spirit. In the words of Nichiren Daishonin, each child is a precious
“person who can inherit the Soul of the Lotus Sutra.”

As you can tell, it’s a great study this month, filled with lots of interesting ideas. You can
find the study material in the July 2026 New Century. If you’re not receiving New
Century right now, you can subscribe online at sgicanada.org or by talking to your district
leaders anytime. Thank you for listening today. Bye for now.



